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Did we walk the talk?
One year on from 
WUF10



Dear Reader,

It is now just about a year since the last session of 
the World Urban Forum, and we wanted to share 
with you the means to carry its takeaways, but also 
inform you of the preparations for the next session. 
You will find in this issue a few facts from WUF10 
and links to resources for follow-up action by urban 
stakeholders. We are also very happy to introduce 
a brand new section in HabPost — the Urban 
Agenda Platform Insider — to keep you informed of 
developments and features of the Platform. And if 
you are looking for key corporate dates and events, 
look no further: you will find a summary of these in 
the Calendar pages of the newsletter.

Happy reading,

Editor’s note

The HabPost Team
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Alerts

COVID-19

As of 8 February 2021, there were over 
105 million confirmed cases of COVID-19, 
including over 2.3 million deaths, reported to 
WHO. Monitor the situation here.

A total of 131.55 million vaccine doses have 
been administered across the world.

AstraZeneca has reported that its vaccine, 
developed with the University of Oxford, 
appears to only offer limited protection 
against the South African variant of COVID-19, 
based on early data from a trial. The rollout 
of AstraZeneca has been suspended in South 
Africa due to concerns over its efficacy.

The World Health Organization Strategic 
Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization 
convened early this week to discuss the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. Their recommendations 
on the vaccine will be reviewed by the WHO 
Director-General.
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https://covid19.who.int/
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN2A60SH
https://www.ft.com/content/82534b15-6f2d-41b9-9947-de674b11079c
https://www.ft.com/content/82534b15-6f2d-41b9-9947-de674b11079c
https://www.who.int/news/item/08-02-2021-covax-statement-on-new-variants-of-sars-cov-2


Did we walk the talk?
One year on from WUF10

Feature Story

A year ago, in February 2020, UN-
Habitat convened the Tenth Session of 
the World Urban Forum (WUF10) in Abu 
Dhabi. For its tenth session, the world’s 
premier UN-mandated conference 
on sustainable urban development 
focused on the theme of Cities of 
Opportunities: Connecting Culture and 
Innovation to attract more than 13,000 
participants from 169 countries. The 
Forum consisted of some 500 thought-
provoking sessions on urban issues that 
showed how urbanization is an entry 
point for all 17 SDGs. 

WUF10 was a call to action. It was 
an opportunity to accelerate the 
implementation of the New Urban 
Agenda (NUA) and to make new 
commitments to meet the SDGs. We 
now mark the one-year anniversary of 

WUF10, one of the last major United 
Nations conferences of the pre-
COVID-19 era. The world has changed 
dramatically since WUF10, but the role 
of cities in development remains intact.

Since WUF10, the health and livelihoods 
of millions has been put at risk, and 
inequalities have risen. Millions more 
have been pushed into poverty, undoing 
years of steady improvement towards 
eliminating poverty in all its forms 
everywhere. But while the world’s 
cities are at the centre of the crisis, 
they are also the centres for innovative 
immediate and long-term response. 
That is why UN-Habitat has been 
supporting more than 250 cities — 
benefitting over 6.8 million people — to 
fight the consequences of the disease 
and provide solutions to mitigating it. 

WUF10 began with a call to action and 
concluded with commitments. Partners 

and stakeholder groups came together 
and adopted the Abu Dhabi Declared 
Actions, which represent the voluntary 
commitments made by international 
organizations, national, local and 
regional governments, the private 
sector, civil society, academia, and 
others to support the implementation of 
the NUA as an accelerator to achieving 
the SDGs.

For more information on WUF10
and the Abu Dhabi Declared

Actions, access the
WUF10 Report.

REPORT 

SEPTEMBER 2020

The Tenth Session of the 

World Urban Forum

Connecting Culture and Innovation

Cities of Opportunities:

Reading the Abu Dhabi 
Declared Actions at the 
Closing Ceremony

3 -minute read
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https://wuf.unhabitat.org/node/145
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/node/145
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/WUF10_final_declared_actions.pdf
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/WUF10_final_declared_actions.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/report-of-the-tenth-session-of-the-world-urban-forum


But the Abu Dhabi Declared Actions 
are more than just a declaration: they 
represent a commitment to action. As 
we celebrate their first anniversary, all 
colleagues and partners are invited to 
make their way to the Urban Agenda 
Platform to register progress and 
highlight actions taken towards achieving 
sustainable urban development. A 
summary report of actions and progress 
against the voluntary commitments 
will be presented at the upcoming UN-
Habitat Executive Board in April 2021. 
This is an opportunity to demonstrate 
the value of the Urban Agenda Platform 
as an enabling space for partners and 
stakeholder groups to update and 
monitor their actions and propose new 
initiatives.

On the road to WUF11

Looking ahead, UN-Habitat has initiated 
preparations for the Eleventh Session 
of the World Urban Forum, which will 
take place in Katowice, Poland in June 
2022. Preparations for the conference 
are progressing steadily, with the Host 
Country Agreement with Poland being 
finalized and discussions being held 
on the WUF11 theme. A task force 
comprised of colleagues across the 
agency will soon be established to 
draw on a whole-of-house approach 
in preparation for the conference, and 
regional and country offices will work 
jointly with Headquarters to raise 
the visibility of WUF11 and support 
countries as they prepare for the Forum. 

Our efforts to mobilize partners will 
double in the lead-up to the conference 
as the National Urban Forums (NUFs) 
will continue in 2021 with programmatic 
and funding support from WUF. The 
Forums are expected to generate 
actionable commitments at the national 
level in order to contribute to the 
Decade of Action, but are also crucial in 
advancing evidence-based policymaking 
as well as reviewing implementation 
of the New Urban Agenda and the 
SDGs. WUF11 will also aim to leverage 
contributions by local and regional 
governments and will strategically 
support the Voluntary Local Reviews 
movement as a legacy initiative. This is 
an opportunity for UN-Habitat to expand 
its work in this area and advance the 
localization of the SDGs.

And as the world continues to rely more 
and more on digital services to share 
and gain access to information, a new 
WUF website will be launched featuring 
the last 20 years of history, knowledge, 
and engagement around WUF, in 
commemoration of the twentieth 
anniversary of the conference. Stay 
tuned.

If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact the WUF 
Coordination Office by email at 
unhabitat-wuf@un.org.
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https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/
https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/
mailto:unhabitat-wuf@un.org


Chapter 1: 
The Platform explained
The New Urban Agenda (NUA) 
and SDG 11 place urbanization 
at the forefront of development 
policy, recognizing the critical role 
of sustainable urbanization for 
universal development and prosperity. 
Governments, UN entities, global and 
regional organizations, and other 
stakeholders are seeking innovative and 
effective ways to accelerate progress 
in the implementation of the NUA and 
SDGs. One such way is to understand 
where we stand to better appreciate 
achievements and actions needed.

From producing voluntary national 
review reports on the SDGs to 
documenting exemplary case studies 
and successes, stakeholders have 
initiated evidence-based stocktaking 
of what they have accomplished. The 
Urban Agenda Platform (https://www.
urbanagendaplatform.org) aims to bring 
all that together.

The Platform is used for monitoring, 
reporting progress, and sharing action 
and knowledge on the implementation of 
the New Urban Agenda and urban-related 
SDGs. It brings together the UN system, 
national, regional and local governments, 
the private sector, civil society, academia, 
and other stakeholders. It responds to 
the need to enhance systematization, 
access, and exchange of information by 
creating a virtual space of knowledge 
exchange and analysis. The Platform 

is part of the Action Networks for 
the SDGs, which are action-oriented 
networks and communities maintained 
by UN system entities and focusing 

on accelerating progress in certain 
sustainable development thematic 
areas — typically contributing to multiple 
interlinked SDGs. 

Urban Agenda Platform Insider

The world is changing and adapting, and so are we: welcome to this new section of HabPost 
which will focus on the Urban Agenda Platform. On a regular basis, we will bring you the latest 
best practices, knowledge resources, and initiatives shared towards implementing the New 
Urban Agenda and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. We will also share progress 
made by Member States in reporting on the New Urban Agenda. Hop on in!

That is it for Chapter 1. In the weeks ahead, we will share with you the different 
components of the Urban Agenda Platform, one step at a time. Please email 
urbanagendaplatform@un.org for any questions or information you may need!

1Online Voluntary National Reporting based on the NUA 
Reporting Guidelines

2Declaring actions and tracking progress of commitments 
made during the World Urban Forum, alongside initiatives 

undertaken voluntarily to accelerate implementation of the 
SDGs and NUA by governments and any other non-state 
actors (individually or in partnership)

3Provision of data indicators for monitoring and tracking 
results through the NUA Monitoring Framework 

4Urban Best Practices collected from different award 
schemes hosted in a database with a comprehensive 

search engine

5Learning and capacity building resources tailored to 
support development, peer learning, and strengthening of 

initiatives at national, regional and global levels

6Knowledge management of existing and new platforms 
and resources to leverage the collective experience and 

knowledge of partners

7Linkages with global, regional, and thematic knowledge 
platforms to reinforce collaboration

The main features of the Urban Agenda Platform include: 
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https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org
https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/actionnetworks
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/actionnetworks
mailto:urbanagendaplatform@un.org


Vacancies

Role
Administrative Officer 
(Temporary), P3 
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
22 February 2021
Apply here

Role
Senior Programme 
Officer, P5
Duty Station
Sana’a, Yemen 
Deadline 
05 March 2021
Apply here

Role
Associate 
Coordination Officer, 
NOB
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya 
Deadline 
05 March 2021
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
P4
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
24 February 2021
Apply here

Role
Information Systems 
Assistant, G6
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
04 March 2021
Apply here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer 
(Temporary), P4
Duty Station
Mogadishu, Somalia
Deadline 
23 February 2021
Apply here
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=149241&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=148235&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=149165&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=147925&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=148777&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=149104&Lang=en-US


Upcoming events and 
corporate calendar

FEB

22-24
FEB

22-26

The Second Arab Land Conference

Egypt will host the Second Arab Land 
Conference organized under the patronage 
of the Egyptian Minister of Housing, 
Utilities and Urban Communities. The 
Conference marks an important milestone 
in the roadmap towards establishing 
good land governance in the Arab region. 
The Conference will promote good land 
management and land administration 
by focusing on the priorities of the Arab 
Land Initiative: promote collaboration 
and coordination, develop and share 
knowledge, develop capacities of 
individuals and organizations, and 
support the implementation of land-
related programmes and interventions. 
The Conference is a platform to discuss 
countries experiences, present new 
research, foster high level support and 
ownership to tackle land governance, and 
empower and develop the capacities of 
the land stakeholders from the region. The 
Conference is organized in partnership 
with UN-Habitat, the Global Land Tool 
Network (GLTN), the World Bank, the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), the Dubai 
Land Department, and the Network of 
Excellence of Land Governance in Africa 
(NELGA). More information 

Fifth session of the United Nations 
Environment Assembly

The fifth session of the UN Environment 
Assembly will connect and consolidate 
environmental actions within the context 
of sustainable development and give 
significant impetus to more effective 
implementation. The session will mobilize, 
motivate and energize Member States 
and stakeholders into sharing and 
implementing successful approaches and 
nature-based solutions that contribute 
to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda 
and the Sustainable Development Goals, 
particularly the eradication of poverty and 
the promotion of sustainable patterns 
of consumption and production. More 
information

Other organizers

Key dates 12 February

 � The United Nations 
Secretary General’s 
Advisory Board on 
Water and Sanitation 
(UNSGAB)+5 
Conference

15-16, 18-19, 22 February

 � UCLG 2021 Retreat

8-17 February

 � 59th session of the 
Commission for 
Social Development 
(CsocD59)

17 February

 � Programme 
Management 
Committee Meeting

19 February

 � Submission of 2020 
Compact Performance 
Assessments

24 February

 � Ad-Hoc Working 
Group on Stakeholder 
Engagement Policy

 � Third meeting 
of the Bureau of 
the Committee 
of Permanent 
Representatives (CPR)

25 February

 � First Meeting of the 
UN-Habitat Stakeholder 
Advisory Group 
Enterprise (SAGE) 2021
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https://arabstates.gltn.net/second-arab-land-conference/
https://environmentassembly.unenvironment.org/unea5
https://environmentassembly.unenvironment.org/unea5


Learning

Mastery of COVID-19 at your fingertips: 
the UNCOVID-19 e-Learning App
Colleagues from the Department of Operational Support have 
developed an application-based learning platform for Apple 
IOS and Android users to equip all UN personnel, including 
peacekeepers, with the knowledge and skills to protect 
themselves and our peers from COVID-19 infections.

The app, called UNCOVID-19 e-learning, contains material 
based on the guidance issued by the World Health 
Organization to prevent the spread of COVID-19. It features a 
total of eight modules, each comprised of multiple assessable 
learning outcomes. All modules contain skills and activities 
that need to be demonstrated to an established standard.

Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisors: 
Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Victor Kisob, Deputy Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator & Editor: Rachad Nassar 
Sub-Editor: James Ohayo 
Design & Layout: Peter Cheseret
Contributors: Wataru Kawasaki, Fernanda Lonardoni, 
Lynne Karago, Christina Mihoko Deakin

Editorial Team

Find it in the
Google Play Store

Find it in the
Apple App Store

The app is available in both English and French and 
does not require an internet connection once it has 
been downloaded.
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https://apps.apple.com/app/uncovid-19-e-learning/id1540939882
https://apps.apple.com/app/uncovid-19-e-learning/id1540939882
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.UN.elearning
mailto:unhabitat-habpost@un.org
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.UN.elearning
http://apps.apple.com/app/uncovid-19-e-learning/id1540939882
http://apps.apple.com/app/uncovid-19-e-learning/id1540939882
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.UN.elearning

